Smokeless benefits

| was disappointed to read in the Nov. 20 artiblew Snuff Marketing Makes
W.Va. Spittin' Mad“"comments by West Virginia University researchers a
state health officials that misled West Virginiadgars with irresponsible
allegations about smokeless tobacco.

Bruce Adkins, director of the state Bureau for TadmaPrevention, is
purposefully misleading when he says, "Here in Wigjinia, 4,000 people
die every year from tobacco-related illness." Hevwks that the deaths are due
to smoking

Britain's Royal College of Physicians, one of th@rld/s most prestigious
medical societies, documented that smokeless tobhaa@stly safer than
smoking. Unlike cigarettes, smokeless does notechungy cancer, heart disease
or emphysema. Research clearly shows that théatiskouth cancer with
smokeless is far lower than it is with cigaret@tistically, smokeless users
have about the same risk of dying from mouth caaseautomobile users have
of dying in a car wreck.

American anti-tobacco extremists don't want smokeisiow that smokeless
tobacco works as a cigarette substitute becaulsdiviers nicotine almost as
efficiently as cigarettes. Nicotine is highly addie but does not cause any
smoking-related diseases. That makes it similaafteine, which is addictive
but safely consumed by millions of Americans infeef tea and cola drinks.
Modern smokeless tobacco products provide a sp@atieptable way for
smokers to achieve virtually all the health besddit being smoke-free without
abstaining altogether from nicotine and tobacco.

BRAD RODU
Professor of Medicine
Endowed Chair, Tobacco Harm Reduction Research
University of Louisville
Louisville, Ky.

Editor's note: The writer's research is supportgduprestricted grants from
smokeless tobacco manufacturers to the Univers$ityoisville. The writer
says he has no personal relationship or confliaghtdrest regarding any
manufacturer.



